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Catania, Syracuse, Agrigento, Aeolian Islands… 
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Program 
 

 

Day 1 – Catania. 

Arrival in the early afternoon to Catania the port city on the south-east coast of Sicily located under the Etna, 

meeting with our local guide and orientation tour of the city. Our visit will include; the Stylish Via Etnea (Etna 

Road), Piazza del Duomo houses the symbol of Catania – the bizarre Fountain of Elephants (Fontana dell’Elefante), 

The Catania Cathedral (Cathedral Sant’Agata). In the late afternoon transfer to our hotel in the area of Catania, 

dinner and overnight. 

 

Day 2 - Syracuse & Noto  

Breakfast in hotel, meeting with our local and departure to explore the Greek history of Syracuse and see the 

remains of the temples of Apollo and Athena on the island of Ortygia, along with the lively typical market. Visit 

the Greek theatre, see the latomie (stone quarries) of Neapolis and discover the site of ancient Epipoli. Pass the 

cathedral, where the origins of the Greek Temple of Athena date back to the 5th century BC. Learn the legend of 

Arethusa, patron figure of Syracuse and get the chance to see paintings by Caravaggio in the Basilica of Santa 

Lucia. Free time for lunch. Next, discover the "Garden of Stone" at Noto, renowned for its Baroque heritage and 

reconstruction on Meti Hill following an earthquake in 1693. In the late afternoon transfer to our hotel, overnight. 

(Dinner @ your leisure) 

 

Day 3 - Piazza Armerina/Villa Romana & Caltagirone  

Breakfast in hotel, meeting with our local guide, quick stop to see the lively Fish market of Catania and departure 

Caltagirone UNESCO World Heritage site, famous for its production of pottery, dating back to Arab dominations, 

with characteristic colours. Visit the historical centre, the famous Staircase of Santa Maria del Monte, and the 

culture of pottery in the city. See the excellent coloured glazes that adorn the streets, staircases, balconies, squares, 

fountains, churches, and palaces. Lunch in a local restaurant. In the afternoon, head to Piazza Armerina to see the 

huge UNESCO-listed Villa Romana del Casale, originally belonging to a powerful Roman family. Find the best 

conserved in-site Roman mosaics in the world, including the mosaic flooring, wall mosaics, columns, statues, 

capitals, and coins. In the late afternoon transfer to our hotel, overnight. (Dinner @ your leisure) 

 

Day 4 – Agrigento & Palermo 

Breakfast in hotel, baggage claim and departure for Agrigento for the guided visit of the famous Valle dei Templi, 

one of the most famous historical sites in Sicily, attracting thousands of visitors each year. This fascinating 

archaeological site is the largest in the world, and home to some of the best-preserved ancient Greek temples 

outside of Greece. The valley includes the remains of seven temples in a Doric style: Juno, Hercules, Olympian 

Zeus, Castor and Pollux, Vulcan, Asclepius and the Temple of Concordia - one of the best-preserved in the valley. 

The onwards to Palermo where we will have free time for lunch. Meeting with our local guide in the early afternoon 

and visit of the urban capital of Sicily. Walking through the narrow winding streets you will see a lot of testimony 

of past cultures, due to varied invasions by Phoenicians, Greeks, Arabs and Normans – to name just a few of the 

most influential. Out rour will take us to the lively market of La Vucciria, Teatro Massimo neoclassical opera 

house, popular claim to fame is the shooting at the end of The Godfather III film; The Cattedrale di Palermo is a 

prime example of the Arab-Norman architectural style unique to Sicily.  In the late afternoon transfer to our hotel 

in the area of Palermo, dinner and overnight. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.citalia.com/holidays/italy/sicily-and-the-aeolian-islands/palermo/poi/teatro-massimo
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Day 5 – Cefalu & Nebrodi Park 

Breakfast in hotel and departure for Cefalù, free time for a coffee and to visit the city from the imposingly grand 

Cathedral to the ancient Roman Baths and long golden sandy beach. The onwards to Taormina Mare (Mazzarò), 

sightseeing part of the Nebrodi National Park with its amazing natural landscape of various hills rich of vegetation 

and the humid surroundings. Stop along the way for free time for lunch. In the late afternoon arrival in our hotel 

in the area of Taormina Mare (Mazzarò) where we will spend the next 3 nights, overnight. (Dinner @ your leisure) 

 

Day 6 – Etna Optional + Taormina 

Breakfast in hotel. Free morning in Taormina Mare (Mazzarò) or possibility of optional excursion to the Mount 

Etna from Sicily’s eastern the tallest and most active volcano in Europe. Meeting with our local guide and 

departure by bus for Rifugio la Sapienza. From here by cable car and then jeep we will reach the top of the 

mountain where our Alpine Guide will take us for a little hike. Back to Giardini Naxos for Lunch time. In the 

afternoon meeting with our local guide and departure by bus for Taormina. Perched at the top of Monte Tauro 

in the foothills of Mount Etna on Sicily’s Eastern coastline, between the cities of Catania and Messina, this ancient 

town offers visitors a view into the past with a number of elegantly preserved historic treasures, from the grand 

Greek-Roman Theatre to the equally impressive Palazzo Corvaja, which are just waiting to be discovered. In the 

late afternoon transfer to our hotel, overnight. (Dinner @ your leisure) 

 

Day 7 - Eolian Islands Vulcano & Lipari Optional 

Breakfast in hotel. Free day in Taormina Mare (Mazzarò) or possibility of optional excursion to Eolian Islands 
(Visit of Lipari and Vulcano) Meeting with our local guide and departure by bus to Messina and then from there 
reach the port of Milazzo for our boarding. After skirting the promontory of Capo Milazzo, you will sail to Lipari 
for the first stop of about two and half hours, which is useful for visiting the historic center, the archaeological 
park and shopping in downtown shops. About 1.00pm departure from the port of Lipari and route to the island 
of Vulcano; will be made boat tour of the mythological area where you can admire the “Faraglioni”, “Lo scoglio 
di Papa Giovanni”, “la Grotta degli Angeli” and “lo Scoglio della Mummia”. Continuing the navigation, we will 
visit “la Piscina di Venure”, “la Grotta del Cavallo” and “lo Scoglio del Leone”. Arrival at Vulcano and stop of 
about two and half hours, useful to take a bath in the thermal waters in the area of sulphurous mud (entrance fee 
to be paid locally), to visit the island and admire the picturesque “Sabbie Nere” and “la valle dei Mostri”. 4.00pm 
about boarding from the port of Vulcano to Milazzo. Return to Milazzo around 5:30pm. In the late afternoon 
transfer to our hotel, Farwell dinner in a local restaurant of Taormina, overnight. 

Day 8 – Departure  

Breakfast in hotel and departure for our return flight. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.citalia.com/holidays/italy/sicily-and-the-aeolian-islands/poi/mount-etna-sight
https://www.citalia.com/holidays/italy/sicily-and-the-aeolian-islands/catania/

